Introduction
The latex of E u ph orbia characias L., as of E u phorbia biglandulosa D e s f, have been used for fishing in Sicilian rivers [1] . It is well known that plants of the family of Euphorbiaceae contain toxic, skin irritant and tumour promoting principles [2 ,3] . In the course of our investigation on the latex of E u ph orbia biglandulosa D esf. we have reported on the isolation and structure elucidation of the toxic compounds responsible for the death of fishes [4, 5] . The latex and the roots of E u ph orbia characias L. were investigated furnished macrocyclic diterpe noids in addition to irritant and tumour promoting principles [6, 7] . Recently, a complex mixture of cerebrosides has been obtained from the latex of E. biglandulosa. Three compounds have been sep arated by reversed phase FtPLC and characterized as l-0-/3-D-glucopyranosides of phytosphingosinetype, ceramides consisted of a monounsaturated C-20 phytosphingosine and a-hydroxy fatty acids [1]. The cerebrosides occur in plants [8] , in animal tissues [9] and in starfishes [10] . The synthesis of phytocerebrosides has been reported [11, 12] . Con cerning the biological activity of cerebrosides, it has been shown that a mixture of galactosyl ceramides obtained from a sea sponge inhibits the hystidine decarboxylase and possesses hypotensive activity in anesthetized rats [12] . Recently a N-palmitoyl-2-am ino-l ,3,4,5-tetrahydroxy-octadecane, isolated from the green alga U lva fasciata, has been shown to exert antiviral activity [13] , while the phytocere brosides isolated from Tetragonia tetragonides have been found to exhibit anti-ulcerogenic activity [8] .
In continuation of our preceeding studies on the isolation and characterization of phytocerebrosides from Euphorbiaceae we have analyzed the latex of E u p h o rb ia characias L. In this paper we report on the isolation of four new cerebrosides using revers ed phase flash-chromatography and for their iden tification aH NMR, 13C NM R and FAB-M S spec troscopy and chemical reactions. The characteristic fragment at m /z -173, obtain ed from the cleavage betw een the sulfided carbons, indicates the position of the double bond (see 
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